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Global Law Program - Fundação Getulio Vargas 

 
Course: Introduction to Brazilian Legal System 
Workload: 30 hours 
Credits: 2 
 

Overview: 
The main object of this course is to introduce foreign students to the Brazilian Legal system. After a brief 

overview of the main features of the 1988 Constitution, the course will focus in our system of constitutional 

review, especially on the role of the Supreme Court. The course will certainly have a comparative perspective, 

to help students understand the peculiarities of the Brazilian system vis-à-vis their own constitutional systems. 

The subpart of the Introduction to Brazilian Legal System discipline provides an overview of the basic concepts 

underlying Brazilian tax law. Subjects covered in this introductory course include the assignment of federal and 

subnational taxes, the main principles and rules of individual and corporate taxation and the tax law treatment 

of inbound and outbound transactions and investments. Special emphasis is placed on selected issues of 

Brazilian taxation with an international impact.  

The course aims to develop on student’s knowledge on the various sources and core concepts of Brazilian tax 

law, as well as critical analytical skills on the structure of the Brazilian tax system and its policy implications, 

with a special emphasis on inbound and outbound transactions and investments. 
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Global Law Program - Fundação Getulio Vargas 

 
Course: Global Securities regulation and its influence in Brazil 
Workload: 30 hours 
Credits: 2 
 
Overview: 
Considering the different status of economic openness (free capital movements), and having in mind the 
specific limits and restrictions imposed by the different jurisdictions and its legal systems, the course will 
examine the impact of globalization on national and international, and public and private securities regulation.  
It will focus around the following related issues: 
(i) the relationships established in the international capital markets and how they affect the domestic 
regulatory activity, 
(ii) the limits of the domestic and international regulation, 
(iii) harmonization possibilities in securities regulation, 
(iv) legal determinants that can drive to the development of the regulatory environment and to the 
development of the markets. 
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Global Law Program - Fundação Getulio Vargas 

 
Course: Social Representation of Law in Brazil  
Workload: 30 hours 
Credits: 2 
 
 
Overview: 
The course intends to present and discuss accepted representations of Brazilian society. In its history, different 
images have led to the emergence of competing, sometimes antagonistic views, on the role of Law and the 
judicial system. By debating myths and perceptions through concrete situations, this course offers an 
introduction to the economic and social problems that challenge the Brazilian interpreter and that influence 
how its legal system works 
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Global Law Program - Fundação Getulio Vargas 

 
Course: Sharing Economy: regulation, consumer protection and liability issues 
Workload: 30 hours 
Credits: 2 
 
 
Overview: 
Sharing economy: concept and context. New Technologies and Consumer Law. Law follows technology. 
Precaution vs. Laissez Faire. Globalization. Dematerialization. Techno-regulation and the rule of law. 
Automated decision making and self-learning machines. Technology and its influence on consumers and 
authorities. Shift from offline to online commerce. Cross border sales. Big Data and marketing. Privacy and 
data protection. The new power relation between suppliers and consumers. Legal and ethical challenges 
technology bring within the domain of B2C (business to consumer). Predictive analytics. Consumers’ freedom 
of choice and contract. Traditional liability schemes and sharing economy. Risk sharing and consumer 
protection. Local authorities and policy makers versus new commercial relations: to regulate or not to 
regulate? 
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Course: New Technologies and Conflict of Laws 
Workload: 15 hours 
Credits: 1 
 
 
Overview: 
Law lags behind the rapidly evolving digitalization of our societies and economies. Legal rules generally focus 
on the physical world around us, even though the use of new technologies for our communications and 
transactions increasingly challenges the adaptability of such legal rules to these new realities. A growing 
number of problems have emerged in legal practice in many jurisdictions around the world. For instance, one 
can think of the liability of online intermediary platforms (eg Uber, Alibaba or eBay), the (civil or criminal) 
liability of social media (eg Facebook) for contents posted by their users, or the progressive adaptation of 
commercial law to the new data economy (eg information as a tradeable item).  

 
This course explores certain legal responses to this rapidly evolving problem area. First, it will consider any 
available or developing international solutions to these challenges. Are worldwide standards and rules 
desirable and feasible? If not, which legal system governs online communications and transactions? Conflict of 
laws (also referred to as private international law) has traditionally been the area of the law that links 
situations with connections to more than one legal system to one jurisdiction and one legal framework. Is 
conflict of laws aptly adapting to the legal challenges posed by new technologies? The course examines next 
how conflict of laws has been grappling with the online environment on the basis of a comparative overview of 
statutory and case law developments. Where possible, reference will be made to any work undertaken at the 
international or regional (eg MERCOSUR, OAS, EU) of relevance to the students. Furthermore, significant 
attention will be given to specific solutions (eg Canada’s Supreme Court recent judgment against Google) so 
that students can assess the extent to which existing legislation and case law enhances and boosts 
digitalization; the extent to which it is an impediment; and whether there is a need for more or different legal 
solutions. 
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Global Law Program – Visiting Professor 

 
Course: Corporate Legal Compliance in the Transnational Perspective 
Workload: 15 hours 
Credits: 1 
 

 

Overview: 
The course is designed as an interdisciplinary elective suitable for advanced studies in the areas of regulation 
and business law. The core objective is to understand the reasons for legal corporate compliance failures and 
to analyze remedies to enhance business integrity. Students will be confronted with practical examples and 
will learn about the methodology of compliance management systems. Please find the key topics in the 
syllabus attached. 
 
References: 
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Course: The Law of Startups. 
Workload: 15 hours 
Credits: 1 

 
 

Overview: 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the legal challenges that entrepreneurs and in particular 
startups face. The aim is two-fold: to help students acquire an understanding of the different rules that define 
the legal framework pertaining to startups from the founders’ agreement to their dissolution; and to provide 
them with a critical assessment of recent trends in law and technology that can help them grasp and confront 
the complexity of an increasingly globalized and transnational business environment. The steady 
internationalization of startups calls for a reinforced comparative approach.  
This course is essential in the training of any jurist, since the knowledge and skills it offers are necessary to 
resolve legal needs for both early-stage and mature startups. Besides, the unique comparative approach given 
to this specific subject as part of the FGV DIREITO SP Global Law Program is intended to encourage future 
lawyers to pursue their careers in international, multidisciplinary and multicultural environments, and be 
capable of learning from experience and incorporating further knowledge in a progressive self-directed and 
autonomous way. 
The course will begin with an introduction to the concept of startup and the notion of disruptive innovation. It 
will then focus on four legal documents: the founders’ agreement, the articles of association, the users’ terms 
and conditions and the third parties’ legal documents (contract with employees). It will examine the 
interaction of startups with the general legal framework such as corporate formation, contracts and the 
analysis will follow with a comparative overview of the existing case law and ongoing litigation pertaining the 
aforementioned legal documents. The course will conclude with a reflection on the impact of startups on 
traditional legal frameworks such as the intellectual property, the data protection, forms of businesses, 
contract etc.  
The objectives of this course are: 
1. To introduce students to the ideas of startups, disruptive innovation and examine the interaction between 
traditional legal disciplines such as contract and intellectual property with entrepreneurship.  
2. To develop in students an understanding of: 
- 2.1 the nature of the startups; 
- 2.2 the legal implications at different stages of the startups; 
- 2.3 the institutions and bureaucratic procedures which are relevant for startups; 
-2.4 the risks that startups face and the legal challenges 
3. To encourage a critical assessment of the existing law regarding new technologies by reference to 
scholarship and proposals for its reform 
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 Robin Feldman, The Role of Science in Law (OUP); 
 Norberto Nuno Gomes de Andrade, Lúcio Tom New Technologies and Human Rights: Challenges to 

Regulation  (Routledge); 
 Marise Cremona (ed) New Technologies and EU Law (OUP); 
 Jens Grundei and Till Talaulicar, Company Law and Corporate Governance of Start-ups in Germany: 



 

  

Legal Stipulations, Managerial Requirements, and Modification Strategies Journal of Management and 
Governance, March 2002, Volume 6, Issue 1, pp 1–27; 
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Course: Introduction to International Environmental Law 

Workload: 15 hours 
Credits: 1 
 
Overview: Over the last forty-five years, International Environmental Law has developed as a discrete field of 
International Law.  The international community has slowly recognized the importance of protecting the 
environment and has mobilized itself since the 1970s, both by the adoption of broad political declarations and 
by the adoption of global conventions imposing obligations on sovereign States to protect their national 
resources or to prevent extra-territorial harm. Although Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) have 
been mostly adopted on an ad hoc basis as environmental issues emerged, they rely nevertheless on common 
principles and follow the same patterns. An analytical framework can accordingly be developed to review 
these agreements in a systematic way.  
The objective of this course is to present International Environmental Law as a distinct disciplinary field of 
International Law governed by its own principles, objectives, and techniques. The course will cover the 
development of International Environmental Law, the principles that must guide the adoption of treaties, the 
different forms of regulation, and the common features of MEAs. The course will hand pick specific 
environmental issues as case studies among which biodiversity, climate change, transboundary pollution, and 
Antarctica. For each of these issues, the course will address the treaty negotiation process, the role of 
international institutions in developing the treaties, as well as their core provisions. Finally, the course will 
discuss enforcement strategies based on major case-law by international judiciary bodies. 

1.2 Learning objectives 
 
- Identifying milestones in the development of International Environmental Law 
- Understanding the various factors interacting with the development of International 
Environment Law  
- Understanding the key principles of International Environmental Law, identifying them in 
MEAs and being capable of discussing their legal strength  
- Developing a critical approach to the different regulatory techniques used to address 
environmental issues 
- Understanding of common structure of MEAs and being capable of identifying key provisions 
- Being capable of discussing the effectiveness of MEAs 

 
References: 

 Philippe Sands, Principles of International Environmental Law, 2 ed., Cambridge UP, 2003 
 Sumudu A. Atapattu, Emerging Principles of International Environmental Law, Transnational Publisher 

Inc., 2006 
 P. Birnie, AE Boyle and C Redgwell, International Law and the Environment, 2d ed., OUP, 2002 
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Course: Compliance with & Enforcement of investor-state Arbitration awards 
Workload: 15 hours 
Credits: 1 
 

 

Overview: 
Compliance has been regarded as one of the most central questions of international law, one that has vexed 
all subfields in international affairs and that has long been dealt by and intrigued many scholars. The above 
quotation by Louis Henkin, though ostensibly unsatisfactory, has nonetheless timelessly succeeded in 
encapsulating the perplexity of, and states of affairs within, the wider phenomenon of state compliance with 
international law. 
International investment law, as a system, codifies the obligations that states owe to foreign investors and 
gives such private parties a direct right of action against host states for breaches of those obligations. Unlike 
other areas of international law where obligations are perceived as merely aspirational and where the 
prospect of enforcement varies, such obligations are concrete and directly enforceable through an 
international arbitral tribunal. Furthermore, with an ever-widening network of (predominantly bilateral) 
treaties and agreements, the investorstate dispute settlement (ISDS) system has grown immensely, not only in 
terms of the number of participating countries but also the sheer value of global foreign direct investment 
(FDI) that it oversees. 
Unsurprisingly then, under international investment law too, compliance with arbitral awards exists not just as 
the daily practical question facing claimant-investors once they emerge victorious following arbitral 
proceedings that are often protracted and costly, but also as an important phenomenon that underpins its 
own legitimacy.  
Broadly, the vast majority of participants in the international investment law system have abided by their 
obligations and state compliance with investor-state arbitral awards has been largely prevalent. This course 
aims to explore the set of forces, including both legal and nonlegal dimensions, which have led to high overall 
rate of compliance and to systematically examine the phenomenon of state compliance with investor-state 
arbitration awards. 
 
References: 
 
To be defined. 


