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Global Law Program - Fundação Getulio Vargas 

 
Course: Introduction to Brazilian Legal System 
Workload: 30 hours 
Credits: 2 
 

Overview: 
The main object of this course is to introduce foreign students to the Brazilian Legal system. After a brief 

overview of the main features of the 1988 Constitution, the course will focus in our system of constitutional 

review, especially on the role of the Supreme Court. The course will certainly have a comparative perspective, 

to help students understand the peculiarities of the Brazilian system vis-à-vis their own constitutional systems. 

The subpart of the Introduction to Brazilian Legal System discipline provides an overview of the basic concepts 

underlying Brazilian tax law. Subjects covered in this introductory course include the assignment of federal and 

subnational taxes, the main principles and rules of individual and corporate taxation and the tax law treatment 

of inbound and outbound transactions and investments. Special emphasis is placed on selected issues of 

Brazilian taxation with an international impact.  

The course aims to develop on student’s knowledge on the various sources and core concepts of Brazilian tax 

law, as well as critical analytical skills on the structure of the Brazilian tax system and its policy implications, 

with a special emphasis on inbound and outbound transactions and investments. 
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Global Law Program - Fundação Getulio Vargas 

 
Course: Stabilization of International Business Transactions: from contract (re)negotiation to dispute 
resolution 
Workload: 30 hours 
Credits: 2 
 
Overview: 
In every legal system, the stabilization of business transactions depends on contracts, contract law, private 
international law and dispute resolution. 
In this course we will first have a look at the different legal systems and consider which law applies to an 
international contract. 
The main part of the course will be devoted to central questions of contract law related to crossborder 
business transactions. Issues related to interpretation, applicable law, remedies, avoidance, hardship, force 
majeure, damages and dispute resolution (particularly mediation and arbitration) will be discussed. 
The course will combine lecturing with experiential learning tools, including simulated negotiations of contract 
clauses and mock dispute resolution situations. 
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Global Law Program - Fundação Getulio Vargas 

 
Course: Microfinance diffusion and regulation in Brazil 
Workload: 30 hours 
Credits: 2 
 
 
Overview: 

Microfinance has always been associated as an efficient tool in the fight against poverty and 
inequalities, from the perspective of financial emancipation and the promotion of human dignity. This 
course is designed to examine the different actors, contexts and narratives of the microfinance 
movement and the governmental policies and private arrangements, including services and efforts 
provided there. It will focus around the following related issues: 
a. Challenges facing microfinance programs vis a vis financial inclusion,  
b. International guidelines on the role of financial sector regulators and on performance and 
expectation of microfinance institutions and customers. 
c. Objectives and key principles of microfinance regulation and supervision. 
d. Brazilian initiatives and the 
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Global Law Program - Fundação Getulio Vargas 

 
Course: M&A: hot topics and challenges in Brazilian and International practice 
Workload: 30 hours 
Credits: 2 
 
 
Overview: 
 

The purpose of this course is three-folded:  

(1) to provide a broad overview of the structuring and development of M&A transactions, including key 

players, deal motivation and common structures, the due diligence process and management role;  

(2) to debate hot topics in connection with M&A documentation; and  

(3) to discuss policy matters faced by courts addressing M&A challenging issues. 

 

This course will look into real life transactions to further the purposes mentioned above. We may have two or 

three guest speakers who will offer their invaluable insights during short presentations. 
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Course: Knowledge, Power, and Law - Comparative Law, Legal Transplants, and the Global South 
Workload: 15 hours 
Credits: 1 
 
 
Overview: 

The production, exchange and use of legal knowledge are subject to a political economy. These 
processes are governed by a series of rules and principles that determine the conditions allowing the 
creation, commerce and consumption of legal theories, doctrines and practices. Consequently, this 
political economy is not neutral; it constructs a specific subject of knowledge that acts within a 
particular space and time. This course has two objectives related to the political economy of legal 
knowledge. Firstly, it seeks to describe and analyze the political economy model that dominates our 
legal and political imagination. As such, it aims at examining the conceptual structure of what I what I 
would like to call the free market of legal ideas model. Secondly, this course aims at describing and 
analyzing an alternative model of political economy that would best explain the real dynamics that 
regulate the generation, exchange, and use of legal knowledge. To achieve this objective, the course 
will examine the conceptual structures that form what I would like to call the colonial model of the 
production of legal knowledge.  
  The political economy of legal knowledge is not only a set of abstract concepts, rules, and 
principles. This set of ideas and norms determines the way people perceive legal knowledge, and 
therefore the types of behavior considered appropriate within this social field. Consequently, these 
concepts, rules and principles carry the important effects of enabling, while simultaneously limiting 
the actions of legal actors. Which context for the production of legal knowledge may be considered 
rich or poor, what value should be granted to legal ideas produced, what direction does the exchange 
of legal knowledge take, what issues are considered valuable objects of study, how and where this 
knowledge may be made public, and who can make appropriate use of the knowledge, are questions 
conditioned by the political economy of legal knowledge that dominates our legal and political 
imagination at a given moment in time. 
 Understanding, analyzing and evaluating this political economy will thus allow us to grasp 
some practical questions that affect our political communities on a daily basis. This will allow us to 
understand issues such as why legal transplants are typically exported by Global North countries and 
imported by Global South countries; why the grammar of modern constitutionalism is primarily 
created and managed by a small group of European and North American political theorists; why the 
constitutional products of the Global South appear on the margins of the global market of legal ideas; 
and why an important number of legal scholars from the Global South can now speak knowledgeably 
of cases like Roe vs. Wade but few can mention the ruling that decriminalized abortion in Canada, and 
much less the ruling that partially decriminalized abortion in Colombia. 
 
Methodology  
 
In this short course we will use the Socratic method. Regular attendance and active class participation, 
therefore, are fundamental for the course’s success. Students are expected to complete all assigned 
readings.  



 

  

Evaluation  
 
Students should write a 1250 words essay on any of the topics discussed in the course. The essay 
should be emailed (dbonilla@uniandes.edu.co) by Sunday October 10. The essay should not be a 
summary of the readings or class discussions. It should offer and substantiate a thesis. 
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